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‘promising’ an ambitious output, but also for delivering on the
promise.

Both Dr. Shashi Wanjati and Dt. Vasudha Deo are competent,
commtnitted, and diligent educaton professionals. This is reflacted
it their effort to present a vision of India that is devived from her

glorious past, values and traditions that have stood the test of
time, recent achievements even in science and technoldgy, and
continuing struggle to synthesize modern {often Western) and
indigencus perspectives as we endeavour to become a wotld class _
society 10 our own image, | ‘i
[ hope and wish that students of education will find this book

useful as they prepare themselves for a professional cateer while
teacher educatots and others interested in the education of

educators would like to 2dd it to theie own collection of professional

literature. : ;
Puge Padmakar M. Sapte
29th Nov, 2007 Professor Emeritus

New York University




FOREWORD

Education is essentially a-contextual actvity. Meaningful
teaching and learning derive their relevance from the context in
which they take place. The context of Education is comptised of
the philosophical (ideological), social, cultural, and religious ethos
of each community. A curriculum {s considered valid when
obhjectives, content and methods are integrated with the values,
belief systems, and aspirations of those for whom it is designed.
Ewen when national curricula are developed, they are intended to
serve as guidelines rather than as prescriptions. Appropriate
modifications ate considered not only necessary but also desirable
80 a8 to enhance the power and relevance of the guidelines.

This, briefly, is the rationale for inciuding Foundation courses
in teacher education curricula. Philosophical, Sncial,- and
Psychological Foundations are the most widely prescribed courses.
While Psychological Foundations are central to teaching and
learning - the heart of the matter in Education - and ate therefore
amplified in metheds courses, philosophical and Social
Foundations provide an understanding of the overall context with
which teaching and learning must be compatble.

The title of this book is not only somewhat nontraditional
but also mote comprehensive. It effectively combines philosophical
and social foundations and also ptovides an insight into the
meaning, natire, purpose, and goals of education as they have
evolved over the years in India. The tite “Education in Emerging
Indian Society™ is indicative of a far more ambitious project than
is the case with t}rlfrical textbooks on philosophical and social
fﬁund_atinﬂs. The authors deserve commendation for not only
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